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CUSTER CONNECTIONS
 

It's that time of year again - the Sturgis Rally is here, and it's also time to renew your membership with
the Custer Chamber of Commerce. We will be preparing renewal invoices this week and they will be
mailed out next week. Please take note of the deadline at the bottom of your invoices. This year, all

renewals must be returned to us by October 1st to be included in next year's publications.

http://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=hillcity&nav=42d3697a-5de1-4d38-9e14-cb8bb82026e8


renewals must be returned to us by October 1st to be included in next year's publications.

In addition, you will soon be contacted about the opportunity to purchase advertisements in both the
Southern Hills Vacation Guide and the Custer Magazine. These are the two magazines that we distribute
the most in our office.

We hope that you will consider renewing your membership with the Custer Chamber and also
purchasing ads in our publications. Your support is greatly appreciated, and we value having you as part
of our membership!

Dawn Murray
Executive Director
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Custer Community Campus Survey #2!

Hi Custer! We are back to ask a favor. Would you would weigh in
one more time on the campus concepts and strategy? Click this link:
the campus concepts and strategy? Click

Take Survey

This survey will be publicly advertised to our community for about
four weeks. Please forward this email to everyone you know with
an interest in planning the public amenities available to our
community.
 
Thank you Custer. If you have questions you can email Matt Fridell

mailto:dmurray@custersd.com
mailto:fbaumann@custersd.com
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ggIseHnumizEy2lGazzM5GBFFP9BnIzCjfsD4sqBA-wzLNbF_q9-SNE1jeZEd-5nJ30ID2C02prplDB0Mr_QPSyNyPvkG2LHzwliF1KKnBXG47PNTOlDF7Bbm_XMXh6W5RR3QqfM2zhXUmsRGv5aZGm8Xpclu5ps&c=ul7nLyhRZlydmkC_ofR4pbhAPlb-QSMU3MDL3A4n6UPsqnlUnEpZEQ==&ch=_N0f_KGTrpoZ-L-OqtJEI9LJ8tRXV9b3gZCH2qNv9ZRsSpv6hbGymA==
mailto:phattervig@custersd.com
http://assistant@custersd.com
https://mailchi.mp/ba16cc93f23f/custer-community-campus-second-survey-heads-up-8339438?e=d9aaea8a3a
mailto:matt@tallgrasslandscapearchitecture.com
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Board Of Directors

Amy Bailey - President

Craig Reindl - Vice President

Michelle Fischer - Treasurer 

 

Amanda Allcock

Carrie Moore

Corey Virtue

Eric Butler

John Stahl

Miranda Boggs 

Julie Jenniges - City Liaison 

Mark Naugle - School Liaison 

Lydia Austin - CSP Liaison 

Jessica Noteboom - BID Board Liaison

Concepts
Here’s the link to the Concept Workshop information.

Read More

Operations Costs
Here’s the link to the Operations Workshop information!

Read More

 HWY 385 ROUTING INITIATIVE 
BH&B is sharing information related to the upcoming Hwy 385

infrastructure improvement project that will include routing options and

continuous business promotion. BH&B's goal is to educate and to

explain that this simple detour will not prevent, nor should it discourage

visitors from enjoying their vacation in the Black Hills.

Visit Route Reimagined

http://bytes@custersd.com
http://info@custersd.com
https://www.cityofcuster.com/public-hearings-and-notices/page/did-you-miss-may-21-community-campus-public-meeting
https://www.cityofcuster.com/public-hearings-and-notices/page/did-you-miss-may-2-community-campus-public-meeting
https://t.e2ma.net/click/izcthl/2eaxx2/2qnfy4c
https://t.e2ma.net/click/izcthl/2eaxx2/ijofy4c
https://routereimagined.com/


Visit Route Reimagined

A free text-in service is being used to communicate
major traffic changes.
To subscribe, simply text “US385” to 605-566-4041.
Subscribers can unsubscribe at any time.

To have things added to Buffalo Bytes, please send to bytes@custersd.com. Items need to be received by Wednesdays at noon in order to be
added to weekly Buffalo Bytes. Thank you!

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

August 16
Grand Re-Opening Ribbon Cutting

Custer YMCA Children's Center

August 16-17
Custer Crazy Dayz

August 17
Community-Wide Rummage Sale

September 1
Studebaker Car Show

WEEKLY HUMOR

mailto:abrazell@custersd.com


CHAMBER HAPPENINGS







 

WELCOME

NEW MEMBERS!

Edward Jones-Jared Slagle
Rise- Custer

​DGR Engineering
Glen Erin Horse Camp
​Custer's Rendezvous

​Rapid Fire Protection
​Black Hills Bronco Adventures



​Black Hills Bronco Adventures
​Sage Creek Grille

​Rod & Avis Converse
​Black Hills Bungalows

Black Granite Construction
The Honest Painting Co
​Encore Energy Corp.

605 Property Services
JQ Clothing Company
J&M Lawn Care LLC

T&M Concrete Construction
Black Hills Sauce & Dough Co.

Plenty Star Ranch Retreat
Carr Electric Co, LLC

Vibin' Vocals Karaoke Entertainment
Aspen Federal Credit Union

Sturgis Mustang Rally
Early Learner Custer
​Sow Native/Wild Ones

Custer Care and Rehabilitation Center
Game On! LLC

Red Sands Ridge
​Black Hills Realty

​Custer Piecemakers Quilt Guild
​All Net Connections
​Gold Valley Camp
​Black Hills Candles

Black Hills Family Vacations
Hillcrest HVAC and Appliance Pros

​Reed's Chimney Sweeping, Handyman & Caretaking
Jubilee J Photography

Willow Creek Child Care
Broken Boot Dispensary
​Growing Roots, Inc

​Homestead Carpet Care
Lenny Merriam CPA, CFE, PLLC

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT



This week's membership spotlight goes to Garcia Family Clinic_Custer. Here are a few words from the owners.
"Garcia Family Clinic/Bella Rejuvenation is proud to offer Family medicine, Cardiology, Hormone therapy, Weight
Loss, and Cosmetic/Skin care.
Please Bless us with your presence, we look forward to meeting you!
Call: 605-956-0072"

AREA EVENTS

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100090254993880&__cft__%5B0%5D=AZWN45jXW4i8PVGJKSPOkp3N5YU4hCu5XbNXCGS9RYTbxbeg80a_q0wlUtTMwf3dOfpT5FQb_mn-H6YbMc9JtFbNK9mA0q7S0Y9W9ElXeV1yUo7SdlRqefZi0qi0EAUVjPI2UZ0tUbUi85KJzmr1zB6gZMKWSgR1Co9QEklfznpqxx6MVur1JCtLis0yarWmoOgKxPMi3J92Q4302jn9iFS1&__tn__=-%5DK-R








Upcoming Performance by Offutt Brass at Crazy Horse MemorialJuly 30, 2024
CRAZY HORSE, SD- Join us for an exclusive evening dedicated to honoring all United States active

duty and retired military with a special performance by Offutt Brass, part of the United States Air Force
Heartland of America Band. This talented six-piece ensemble from the Offutt Airforce Base in Nebraska
will showcase a range of music genres, from classical to jazz to patriotic tunes. Mark your calendars for

Tuesday, August 13th from 6:30-7:30pm on the Veranda Stage at Crazy Horse Memorial®. 
Then stay after the performance to commemorate with us as we recognize Charles George (Cherokee) in the nightly

Native American Veterans recognition ceremony. As always, these programs are included at no additional cost when you
visit the Memorial.

For more information, please visit www.crazyhorsememorial.org and follow Crazy Horse Memorial® on all
social media and/or contact Amanda Allcock at 605-673-4681 or email

http://www.crazyhorsememorial.org


Amanda.Allcock@crazyhorse.org.
About the Crazy Horse Memorial Foundation

The Mission of Crazy Horse Memorial Foundation is to protect and preserve the cultures, traditions, and living heritage
of the North American Indians. The Foundation fulfills its mission by continuing the progress on CRAZY HORSE

MEMORIAL®, the world’s largest mountain sculpture; acting as a repository for Native American artifacts, arts and
crafts through THE INDIAN MUSEUM OF NORTH AMERICA®, and the Museum’s Native American Educational &

Cultural Center®; and by establishing and operating THE INDIAN UNIVERSITY OF NORTH AMERICA®.
 

mailto:Amanda.Allcock@crazyhorse.org
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NEWS FROM THE STATE



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Tuesday, July 30th, 2024
CONTACT: Katlyn Svendsen, Global Media & Public Relations Representative, Travel South Dakota
 

Hello, Tourism Industry Friends!

I’m having difficulty wrapping my head around the fact that July is almost over. With the summer Olympic
Games underway in Paris, the rumble & roar of motorcycles being heard in the distance, and the school
year starting in three weeks, this has been the quickest summer in recent memory. We hope you are
well and keeping busy giving our visitors an experience unlike any other.
I was fortunate to be in the Black Hills last week and stop at Crazy Horse Memorial and in Custer. I
spoke with a couple of visitors from Los Angeles who shared what an incredible time they were having in
our state. It’s been a challenging summer with road construction, hot temps and smoky skies (as of late),
and Americans not traveling in the numbers predicted by many experts this past spring. Despite these
obstacles, THANK YOU for hanging in there and for your hard work to give our visitors the best time
possible.
Here a few items we want to share with you:

1. As Shakespeare once wrote, “Parting is such sweet sorrow”. We are sad to announce that two
team members are leaving our ranks. Jacey Ellsworth, our incredible Agritourism Manager &
Industry Outreach Representative, and Mandy Lemmel, our wonderful Welcome Center Manger,
will be pursuing new career opportunities. You can read more about their future plans further down
in the e-newsletter. We are going to miss these two talented and amazing friends and colleagues
and wish them nothing but the very best in the years ahead.

2. We have 28 partners who are participating in our inaugural Rally Rush outreach to welcome bikers
to the 84th Sturgis Motorcycle Rally. We can’t wait to see what activities your communities and
businesses are undertaking to let our Rally attendees know how much we appreciate them being
here.

3. We are already receiving nominations for the annual tourism awards that are presented at the
tourism conference. It’s great to see. Be sure and check out all the awards and online nominations
forms here. The deadline for nominations is Tuesday, November 26.

4. And speaking of the tourism conference, we are way ahead of the curve with our planning!
Sponsor and exhibitor information will be shared in September, so be on the lookout for these
opportunities.

5. We are currently working on three exciting projects: a new scenic guide print piece, a new
inspiration guide (which will also be translated into French, German and Italian) and a complete
overhaul of TravelSouthDakota.com. The scenic guide will be ready by the end of the year, and the
inspiration guide and revamped website will debut next spring. We can’t wait to share all of these
items with you when they are complete.

There is a lot more information about various items in this newsletter, so keep on reading.
Please reach out if we can assist you with anything. Our hope is that as we near the end of summer and

mailto:katlyn.svendsen@travelsouthdakota.com?subject=
https://click.email.travelsouthdakota.com/?qs=caa2c7c0d8d152176810fec3f23f9497ca01af7d2cf719cc7ceeb37d233363f8a2d503449f15c9abb633695018029273761ad978d2888f00
https://click.email.travelsouthdakota.com/?qs=caa2c7c0d8d15217a0d5d14e06e988936dab36dead001ce250965c445f7b10e0d1f5c7ce16ef50c44da022b67abf696aef7f068422a6cf53
https://click.email.travelsouthdakota.com/?qs=caa2c7c0d8d152172dab255896ce82fb0b3a006de34bee2eecbe79438d1c0e2f601c222087076616f94595f1d06d1b1810eb0f02296f9760


Please reach out if we can assist you with anything. Our hope is that as we near the end of summer and
head into our shoulder season, our hard work and marketing will inspire visitors to travel to South
Dakota this fall. We are doing all we can to make that happen, and we know you are, too. We hope to
see you soon!
All our best,
Jim and Team

-30-

Media Notes:
For downloadable examples of the creative for the “So Much South Dakota, So Little Time” campaign, click here

PRESS RELEASE

Forest Service News Release
Media Contact: Scott Jacobson, Public Affairs Officer (605) 440-1409

scott.j.jacobson@usda.gov www.fs.usda.gov/blackhills/ 
Proposed Changes to Recreation Fees Identified by the Black Hills
National Forest
 
Custer, S.D., August 5, 2024 – The Black Hills National Forest is proposing changes to recreation fees for facilities,
as well as Special Recreation Permit (SRP) fees under the Recreation Enhancement Act (REA) Fee Program. These
changes include new and increased fees at several fee sites and for motorized OHV use permits. If approved, the
proposed fees would be effective in 2025.
“Usage at recreation sites on the Black Hills National Forest has changed over the past 15-20 years,” said Shawn
Cochran, Forest Supervisor. “An increase of fees is needed to meet public expectations and the increasing demands of
recreation activities across the forest.”
The proposed fees by site are listed in the below table.

https://click.email.travelsouthdakota.com/?qs=7cc50aba03ea8ff722184ef894a16105b9084cab24c3965e2446ed1f732284806dfcfc3380d192d1c199880f1a9ccfc3d3048c0559969be5
mailto:scott.j.jacobson@usda.gov
http://www.fs.usda.gov/blackhills/


In 2004, Congress passed the Federal Lands Recreation Enhancement Act (REA) which allows the Forest Service to
retain funds collected at certain recreation sites and use these funds locally to operate, maintain, and improve the sites
and related facilities. At least eighty percent of the revenue from recreation fees remains on the Forest to operate,
maintain, and improve facilities. Raising the revenue collected through recreation fees will help the Forest improve
infrastructure at campsites and day-use areas and hire additional recreation staff. The resources derived through
collection of fees helps provide quality recreation opportunities that meet the modern expectations of visitors and
creates a more financially sustainable developed recreation program for the benefit of future generations.

These fee changes will be reviewed by the Black Hills National Forest Advisory Board (NFAB) and the Wyoming
Recreation Action Team (REACT) for those sites in Wyoming. Committee members represent a broad array of interest
groups to help ensure that the Forest Service is proposing reasonable and publicly acceptable new fees and fee changes.
The public is invited to comment on the proposed fee changes to the developed recreation program. The comment
period is set to end by close of business on November 29, 2024. To ensure that your comments are considered, please
send your feedback no later than the above date to Black Hills National Forest, Attention: Bradley Block – Recreation
Program Manager, 1019 N 5th Street, Custer, SD 57730 or bradley.block@usda.gov. Comments can also be provided
online at https://arcg.is/qyij80.
Oral comments must be provided in person at the Black Hills National Forest to Bradley Block during normal business
hours (Monday – Friday, 9 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. MT) or by calling 605-673-9200 and indicating you would like to provide
comments on the proposed recreation fee changes. For more information on the proposed project, visit the Forest
website at https://www.fs.usda.gov/detailfull/blackhills/recreation/?cid=fseprd1198079.
Once public involvement is complete, the proposed fee changes will be reviewed by the Black Hills National Forest
Advisory Board (NFAB) and the Wyoming Recreation Action Team (REACT), who will provide a recommendation for a
final decision.

###

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

Printable Copy

8/8/2024

mailto:bradley.block@usda.gov
https://arcg.is/qyij80
https://www.fs.usda.gov/detailfull/blackhills/recreation/?cid=fseprd1198079
https://files.constantcontact.com/5db701af301/b90d75a0-cbde-434b-8d74-736550170c49.pdf?rdr=true
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Project Update



Project Update
Friday, July 26th, 2024

Current Conditions:
The speed limit has been reduced to 45 MPH through the construction area.
Users of the roadway can expect delays of approximately 15 minutes and the use of flaggers from
Pactola Dam to 1/2-mile north of Silver City Road.
Traffic is being diverted on one gravel diversion (a temporary at-grade roadway next to the original
road) immediately south of the Pennington-Lawrence County line. A width restriction of 12 feet is in
place.

The contractor is working Saturdays until Phase 1 construction is completed.

View Construction Updates

� Road Closures Beginning May 20, 2024 �
The Pactola North Boat Ramp will not be accessible during weekdays from Monday, May 20, 2024
through Friday, June 7, 2024 (accessible on weekends and Memorial Day from the north). After
Friday, June 7, 2024, the Pactola North Boat Ramp will only be accessible from the north. Access
will be available to the Pactola North Boat Ramp from all directions after Friday, July 12, 2024.
Access to the Pactola South Boat Ramp will not be impacted during these closures. Boaters can
access the South Boat Ramp via Highway 16/Highway 385 or Sheridan Lake Road/Highway 385.
The posted detour will be S.D. Highway 44 and U.S. Highway 16. Locals may find alternative
routes, but the SDDOT recommends travelers exercise caution when using non-maintained
roadways.
Emergency services are aware of these closures and are closely collaborating to provide response
coverage.
Non-closed areas within the project limits (Pennington-Lawrence County Line to Highway 44) will
be under construction during closures.

https://us-385.com/project-updates/


� Construction Zone Reminders �
Follow posted speed limits in construction zones.

Be aware of flaggers and other construction workers in the construction area.
If you are following a pilot car, stay with the line, and do not stop or exit your vehicle in the project
area.
It is illegal to go beyond cones and barriers within construction zones even when the contractor is
not working.

Stay Connected
Take a moment now to share this email with neighbors, friends, coworkers, and anyone else who might
be interested in the U.S. Highway 385 Construction Project. Then encourage them to sign up for these



be interested in the U.S. Highway 385 Construction Project. Then encourage them to sign up for these
project email updates at https://us-385.com.
A free text-in service is being used to communicate any major traffic changes. To subscribe, simply text
“US385” to605-566-4041. Subscribers can unsubscribe at any time.

printable copy

https://us-385.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=56677074cc50fcb5bd3708ac0&id=6559d95623&e=521654a283
https://files.constantcontact.com/5db701af301/e30d9f0c-190a-4aaf-a20b-50f7722727bc.pdf?rdr=true


Custer Senior Center
August Activities

Click here to Check out the Custer School District Information

WEEKLY INSPIRATION

https://files.constantcontact.com/5db701af301/c420fdd1-2efd-4f3e-afc7-478b97ade88a.pdf?rdr=true
https://secure.smore.com/n/sk7mcv


HELP WANTED



Be sure to check out the Help Wanted section on our Website:

Our Address:
615 Washington Street

Custer, SD 57730

Phone Numbers:
605-673-2244
800-992-9818

dmurray@custersd.com /custersd.com

Send Us An Email Visit our Website

Follow Us

    

Custer Area Chamber of Commerce | 615 Washington St. PO Box 5018 | Custer, SD
57730 US

https://custersd.com/custer-helpwanted
mailto:dmurray@custersd.com
https://www.custersd.com/
mailto:dmurray@custersd.com
http://custersd.com
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